
CABINET STATEMENT 

CABINET MEMBER FOR SOCIAL POLICY – COUNCILLOR CAMPBELL 

The last few months have been a challenging time for some residents in the Borough 

and the social policy team have played a strong role in supporting them. 

 The Benefits Team have implemented within extremely tight deadlines various 
schemes and legislation changes brought about by Covid 19 such as: 

o Self-employed Grant recalculations 
o The Council Tax Support Hardship payments scheme 
o The Test and Trace Payments scheme 

 

 At the same time, external auditors KPMG gave their full sign-off for our 19/20 
Housing Benefit Subsidy claim of over £20m. This is the 3rd successive year 
we have received a clean bill of health and a fantastic achievement of the 
team, under difficult circumstances.  
 

 The Housing and Homelessness team were awarded Next Steps 
Accommodation Programme funding of over £36,000 (the full amount 
possible) to support people to move to more sustainable accommodation and 
to extend existing B&B provision through winter. 
 

 The Council has secured an increased allocation of Discretionary Housing 
Payment funding for 20/21 of £240,000 due to the effective use of funding in 
previous years. This scheme helps residents in extremely difficult financial 
circumstances with rent shortfalls, rent deposits and one-off housing-related 
costs, such as removal costs. 
 

 The Council successfully prosecuted a landlord for 3 breaches of HMO 
regulations resulting last month in the Council’s largest fine against a landlord 
of £20,000 fine.   
 

 Since July the Council’s housing team have helped 37 households with 
Disabled Facilities Grants and completed 60 separate individual adaptations.  
 

 The Eastleigh Welfare Agencies Partnership (EWAP) met in September and 
was a great chance for ‘safety-net’ organisations to share information about 
the changing demands and pressures on their organisations as a result of 
Covid.  A further meeting is planned for this month.  
 

 The Council supported the Connect4Summer Family Activity Days which took 
place at Pavilion on the Park and IVCP. This programme provided free 
activities and a hot meal for families throughout August.  
 

 The Council is continuing to support the Borough’s three foodbanks in 
Eastleigh, Netley and Hedge End with £84,000 grant funding to prevent 
anyone young or old, going hungry this Christmas.  The Council’s Local 
Engagement Team have been working with One Community to co-ordinate 



collections from supermarkets of food donations and organise deliveries of 
food parcels to those who need them.  


